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SENATE CHAMBER, l 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, Wednesday, March 8, 1871. S 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; President Don Campbell 
• i 1 the chair. 

Roll called ; quorum present. 
Absent-Senators Hertzberg, Mills and Parsons. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. . . 
On motion of Senator Games, the readrng of the journal was 

dispensed with. 
Senator I»ridgcn rose in his place and said: 
Mr. President--! arise to announce to the Senate the sad intel

ligence of the death of Hon. Wm. M. Varnell, one of the officers of 
this body, who departed this life at half past two o'clock this morn
ing. This is the second time during the present session of this Leg
islature that we have been called upon to realize the fact that our 
prominent public men, and especially the old Texans, are fast travel
ing to the tomb ! An impressive commentary upon the great aphor
ism that "in the midst of life we are in death." 

Judge Varnell was a marked man of a former generation who had 
lived far down into this. An old Texan-he has ever been identi
fied with the dearest and best interest of the country. He has filled 
with much credit and honor many responsible public positions in the 
State, and was by all who knew him, esteemed a man of strong mind 
and good practical judgment. Possessing the high attributes of a 
gentleman and a state3man, he was fully endowed with the genial 
qualities of the friend and the philanthropist. 1n all his walks 
through the rugged path ~f life, he has ever mafr1tained a character 
for strict integrity and warm devotion to his friends, his family and 
his country. 

As a public officer he was pure and incorruptible. As a citizen 
and neighbor, he was kind and obliging. As a husband and father, 
he possessed the tender sensibilities that always engendered the 
spirit of happiness about his family hearth. And though he has 
fallen a victim to the "grim rr.onster" while a.way from the family 
of his bosom, who have long leaned upon his stout frame and strong 
arms for support and protection, still he d:ed among friends who 
m.inistcred to his wants to the last moments of his life. This body 
will ~ot be .wantinp; in respect to his memory, his publi; services 
and hls family. Let us cast the mantle of charity over his faults (if 
any he had) and his many public and private virtues let us emu
late and encourage. "The good deeds that men do live after them." 
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I the;efore offer this preamble and resolution as appropriate for the 
occasion: 
· WHEREAS, It has pleased Divine Providence to remove from our 
~idst, by death, Hon. William M. Varnell, one of the officers of this 
body; and. 

Whereas, the deceased was an old Texan, and has filled many 
public positions in the State with honor and credit, and was esteemed 
an incorruptible man, an excellent citizen, and kind husband and 
mther ; therefore, 

Resolved, That out of respect to the memory of the deceased, 
Judge. William M. Varnell, the Senate do now stand adjourned until 
f!o-morrow, at 3 o'clock P. M. 

On motion of t:enator Bell, the resolution was adopted, and the 
Senate adjourned to 3 o'clock P. M. to-morrow. 


